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THE BOOK OF THE MONTH 

THE GROWTH OF HEBRAISM 1 



W. G. JORDAN, D.D. 
Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament Exegesis, Queen's University, Kingston, Canada 



This volume is dedicated to the memory 
of the late Dr. Charles Augustus Briggs 
as a "warm-hearted friend, accomplished 
scholar, devoted disciple of the Master, 
valiant defender of the faith." The pur- 
pose of the book is 

an endeavor to give an intelligible account of 
the rise and progress of Israel's religion from its 
beginnings in the nomadic period down to the 
tragic event which put an end to the Jewish 

state All that the book claims for itself 

is that it represents our present knowledge; 
what the future has in store for us we cannot 
forecast The reader who is not a special- 
ist may safely assume that I have not taken any 
position without examining the arguments for 
and against. 

These words from the preface show clearly 
the nature and purpose of the volume. It 
is not hampered with any critical apparatus, 
there is no bibliography, and only in a few 
cases are direct references given to works 
by other scholars. Only those who have 
given much study to the general history 
and its particular problems can appreciate 
fully the amount of learning and toil in- 
volved in the production of such a work, 
but the non-specialist reader may gain from 
it a clear outline of the course of Israel's 
religious development, while it may serve 
as an admirable textbook in the hands of 
a competent teacher. Dr. Smith, as we 
might expect, thinks that the time has gone 
by for calling the subject "Old Testament 
theology" or for discussing, in this connec- 
tion, the distinction between canonical and 
non-canonical literature. It is a historical 

1 The Religion of Israel: An Historical Study. 
ner, 1914. Pp. 369. $2.50. 



problem, the aim being "to trace the history 
of Israel's religion from the earliest discov- 
erable stages down to the Christian era." 
This calls, at the close, for a summary of 
the teaching contained in post-canonical 
books ending with a reference to the so- 
called Book of Ezra. The divisions adopted 
are (1) nomadic religion, (2) agricultural 
religion, (3) prophetism, (4) legalism. The 
subject is developed in twenty chap- 
ters beginning with "Nomadic Religion," 
"Moses and His Work" (i and ii) down to 
"The Treasure of the Humble" and "The 
Final Stage" (xix and xx). The author has 
succeeded in a marvelous manner in touch- 
ing a great variety of subjects, suggesting 
the richness and complexity of the subject, 
and yet marking a clear path and maintain- 
ing a steady movement from beginning to 
end. So much is this the case that one is 
surprised to find any detail of importance 
omitted; e.g., the reviewer, after noting that 
the author accepts the order, Yahwist 
Decalogue (p. in), Book of the Covenant 
(p. 113), Deuteronomy (p. 187), wished to 
know where the decalogue Exod. 20:1-20 
was placed but could find no reference to 
it. One may conjecture that it is regarded 
as substantially parallel to the Deutero- 
nomic decalogue. This is a small thing, and 
one is compelled to add that it is remarkable 
how much information regarding the men 
and the books of those days the writer 
manages to give without losing himself in 
a mass of detail or being driven from his 
main purpose, which is to show that there 
was a real development from a simple, in 
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some respects "superstitious," nomadic 
and peasant religion to a prophetic religion 
with a real ethical character and universal 
implications. The basis of the treatment 
is a radical but not an extreme criticism; 
in fact, it is a criticism which we think may 
be called conservative in the best sense. 
While admitting the scantiness of the rec- 
ords and the uncertainty that must forever 
attach to many details, the author claims 
that a living movement may be traced from 
the " Mosaic period " onward. The extreme 
positions of Cheyne and Winckler are not 
mentioned and recent attacks on the docu- 
mentary theory or attempts to check lit- 
erary criticism from the side of Babylonian 
mythology (e.g., Gressmann and Welch) 
have left no influence on this book. In the 
light of these recent discussions one turns 
with interest to the subject of the messianic 
hope, which is treated in three chapters: xiv, 
"The Messianic Hope"; xv, "The Spiritual- 
ization of the Messianic Hope"; and xviii, 
"Apocalyptic Development of the Messianic 
Hope." This hope, which assumed varied 



forms, had its roots in earlier teaching but 
received its more definite expression in the 
struggles of post-exilic times: "whether it 
pictured the reign of Yahweh or whether it 
looked for a son of David .... the 
messianic hope kept the Jews faithful to 
their religion and obedient to their Law." 
The spiritualization of this hope is attrib- 
uted largely to Deutero-Isaiah, and Dr. 
H. P. Smith leans to the collective interpre- 
tation of "the servant." Notwithstanding 
the rationalizing tendencies at work, as 
shown by Ecclesiastes, under the stress of 
persecution this hope increased in vigor. 
"It took new and fantastic forms, and the 
more ardent spirits even ventured to cal- 
culate the time of the end," etc. The 
reviewer finds himself in general sympathy 
with the position taken in this book, and 
is not expected to take up space in the dis- 
cussion of subordinate questions; hence 
he may bring to a close this slight notice by 
congratulating Dr. H. P. Smith on the com- 
pletion of such an admirable textbook and 
wishing for it a useful career. 
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Hebrew and Babylonian Traditions [The Has- 
kell Lectures delivered at Oberlin College 
in 1913, and since revised and enlarged.] 
By Morris Jastrow, Jr. New York: Scrib- 
ner, 1014. Pp. xviii+376. $2.50. 

Amid the many volumes of the past few years 
making extravagant claims for Babylonian in- 
fluence upon Hebrew religious thought, it is a 
relief to come across one like this that stays 
within the domain of historical probability. 
Professor Jastrow's great work on Babylonian 
religion has made him widely known as an 
authority in that field. This work shows him 
to be thoroughly at home in the domain of 
Hebrew religion. The purpose of this book as 
conceived by its author is "to indicate not 
merely the points of divergence between the 
two civilizations that started out with much 
in common, but more particularly to indicate 
why, with important traditions and beliefs so 
close to one another as to be practically identical, 



we find the Hebrews proceeding along a line of 
development which gradually transformed these 
traditions and beliefs into a medium for express- 
ing the highest spiritual aspirations of the 
human race and led to one of the most impres- 
sive endeavors to find a solution for the mys- 
teries by which we are surrounded" (p. 255). 
It may fairly be said that Professor Jastrow has 
clearly indicated some of the ways in which the 
Hebrew religious thought manifested its supe- 
rior character and some of the steps by which 
it gradually rose to higher things, but he can 
hardly be said to have discovered or made plain 
the cause which made the Hebrews achieve 
higher values than did the Babylonians. We 
can easily register the fact of superiority, but 
we are often baffled to account for it. The tra- 
ditions selected for consideration in this volume 
are those of the creation and the Sabbath, those 
concerning life after death, and the ethical 
teachings. 

The chapter on the Sabbath is an admirable 



